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First United Methodist Church 

111 East Michigan Avenue 
Battle Creek, MI 49014 

www.firstumcbc.org 

Y o u r  C h u r c h  S t a f f  
 

Ministers .................................................. All Members  
Pastor ....................................................... Janet Wilson 
Administrative Assistant ................ Jean Harvey-Clark 
Music Director ...................................... Anita Blueford 
Custodian ................................................ James Hidley 
Organist .................................................... Kay Ensfield 
Keyboards ............................................. Naghielly Agy 
Worship Leader ....................................... Dawn Laupp 
Child Care ........................................ Alexa Stephenson 
Video Technician .............................. Micheal Blueford                              
Sound Board ......................................... David Howard 

The TOWER News is published monthly.  
Copy deadline is the 20th of the month. Please 
electronically submit your information to: 
 
Editor & Publisher: Jean Harvey-Clark 
jharveyclark@firstumcbc.org 
 

Address Service               
Requested 

Worship                     
Schedule  

 

Facility Hours: Monday-Thursday 10 am to 5 pm 
Office is Closed for Lunch between                                   

12:30 - 1:30 pm  
Office is Closed on Fridays 

 Phone: 269.963.5567 • Fax: 269.963.6899 
Pastor Janet: 269.317.5591 

In person services have resumed 
at 9 am and 11 am.  

Strict COVID protocols are                            
being followed. Both services 
can be accessed in the parking 

lot at 93.3 FM. 
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I am a sucker for Spring.  
Spring with a capital S. Bounding lambs, armloads of                               
daffodils, budding trees, May Day baskets… the whole Spring 
Thing! 
 
Some of that is certainly attached to my appreciation for                       
gardening and for nature. In the former, I’ve gardened by                              
directive, then choice for my entire life. From growing food to put on the table (and 
freeze and can) throughout my childhood, to hand digging a 200 square foot vegetable 
garden in my first yard, to the great need to at least plant some spring peas for early 
June eating; this kind of gardening is literally in my DNA.  
 
If you’ve stopped in my office at First, you will notice that color is also a thing for me. 
That is true in all aspects of my life and flower gardening feeds my colorful soul. I am 
someone living as the 2nd generation on a lovely piece of land, north of town. That               
property was first tended by parents with a love for trees, shrubs, and flowers – and                        
variety abounds. Last year, I came to the 70th year of family presence on Waubascon 
Acres. I’ve watched mature trees die off, tiny sprigs grow tall, flower beds wander, and 
learned the various micro-climates of this particular part of the world.  
 
One of the gifts of this last pandemic year was a deep rediscovery and reconnection 
with my particular part of the natural world. Spring meant an escape from the                           
claustrophobia that I felt in March and early April, as my husband and I both began 
working from and living in our home, 24/7. Spring meant access to a bigger part of the 
world, to fresh air and sunshine, to the sounds of birds and the feel of the breeze. In a 
time when so much felt like it was dying – people, traditions, family time, normality – it 
felt like a rebirth to me.  
 
And, truthfully, it always does. 
 Continued page 3 
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Happy Birthday to You! Happy Anniversary 

Prayer List 

 * Mary Brigden                            
* Dorothy Carlisle                              
* Madeline Corey-Qua 
* Sharon Gawlak                        
* Donna Hoedeman                       
* Mary Holmes                
* Dave Howard                                          
* Vicki Kissinger              
* Bill & Donna Lang                            
* Debbie Lanuti                            
* Don Larder                           
* Dawn Laupp                                     
* Karen Mackey                                     
* Betty Nelson                                      
* Carol Reid                              
* Crystyl Rucker                                  
* Tammy Stephenson                              
* Don & Hattie Tuck                        
* Jeanne Winer                                       
* Wesley                                  

04/04 Mark Soule 
04/11 Memphis Dixon 
04/15 Debra Gardner 
04/18  Mary Holmes 
 

04/23 Pat Bennett 
04/24 Marylene Tuck 
04/25 Chelsea Stouder 
04/26 Ann Pulsipher 
04/28 Beth Chadwick 

04/04  Roger and Sue                          
   Trowbridge 
04/15  John and Linda Briggs 
04/23  Mike & Sally Hoeksema 

I appreciate hearing 
from everyone and all 
of  the cards and                        
letters. Bless you all! 
 
Jeanne Winer  

Martha Circle meeting on                      
April 14th at 9:30 am at the   
Ashton Lake Clubhouse 
 
Kathy and I are planning a                
Martha Circle meeting on                     
April 14

th
 at 9:30 am at the   

Ashton Lake Clubhouse, hoping 
that the virus hasn't taken a big 
uptick. We can masked up but 
do plan to serve food and                  
beverage. At least it is a big airy 
room.  Just sayin... 
If you have any questions, 
please call either Kathy or I. 
If you would like to volunteer to 
provide devotions, let us know 
that too ☺ . 
Looking forward to seeing you 
all. 
Blessings, 
Carol 

Light The Church 

The church is lit                  
In memory of                 
Nancy Davis who 
shared her spirited 
laughter, abundant 
love, and                             
grace-filled life 
with so many                 
people for so many 
years.  
The SPRC 

April Meetings 
 
Worship 
Tuesday, April 6 
7:00 pm via Zoom 
 
Trustees 
Wednesday, April 7 
6:30 pm 
 
Finance  
Tuesday, April 13 
7:00 pm                                     
Community Room  
 
PIP 
Monday, April 19 
7:00 pm                                   
Community Room  

Please let me know if you                                
need to add or remove someone 
from the prayer list! 
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2020 Budget 

Needed per week  $4,286.00 

 March 7  $2,590.00 

 March 14  $7,384.12 

 March 21 $4,092.50 

 March 28 $4,983.00 

Received Year To Date $40,661.62 

Needed Year to Date $55,718.00 

In March Organist Kay Ensfield and 
Church Administrator Jean Harvey-
Clark were honored by the SPRC for 
their 10 years of service. They both 
thank the SPRC for the acknowl-
edgement and the nice gifts that they 
received. 

In appreciating seasons, I have learned to trust in the reality of death and rebirth. In my 
gardening life, I’ve witnessed it in every year. In my personal life, I’ve experienced the 
death of parents, a marriage, friendships, and institutions. I’ve grieved some of those 
losses hard and long. And yet, in every hard loss has come the birth of a new thing – 
compassion, understanding, relationship, health, or faith. At least for me, a great deal of 
personal and spiritual growth has happened through those hard seasons of loss. 
 
So it is in our faith. One of the reasons that we observe Advent and the birth of our             
Savior – and Lent, and the death of our Savior – is for that connection to the reality of 
birth, life, and death. And yet… there is Resurrection! An interruption of all that we 
know about life and death. I’ve never seen a dead and fallen tree come back to life. Yet, 
out of the barrenness of the cross and all of the pain, struggle, and death that we have 
walked through in our 24 Hours series… rebirth! All things are made new! Christ has 
conquered sin, failure, the worst of humanity, and death! He is risen, indeed. 
 
May Christ burst forth in your soul in glorious color in this spring, my friends.  
Pastor Janet Wilson 

Continued from front page 


