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The vision of First United Methodist Church is to be a Vibrant,
Diverse, Christ-Centered People.
Announced Sunday,
May 12

Your Church Staff
Ministers .................................................. All Members
Pastor ................................ Pastor Linda Farmer-Lewis
Administrative Assistant ................ Jean Harvey-Clark
Music Director ...................................... Anita Blueford
Custodian ...................................................Jeff Stevens
Organist .................................................... Kay Ensfield
Keyboards ............................................. Naghielly Agy
Child Care ........................................ Alexa Stephenson
Video Technician ..............................Micheal Blueford
Sound Board ......................................... David Howard

The TOWER News is published monthly.
Copy deadline is the 20th of the month. Please
electronically submit your information to:
Editor & Publisher: Jean Harvey-Clark
jharveyclark@firstumcbc.org

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 am to 5 pm
Closed for Lunch between 12:30 - 1:30 pm
Office is Closed on Fridays
Phone: 269.963.5567/ Fax: 269.963.6899
Pastor Linda: 517.581.5595
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Worship
Schedule
9:00 am: Praise Worship
11:00 am: Traditional Worship
with Choir

May 26, 2019
Dear Members and Friends of First United Methodist Church
of Battle Creek:
As Chairperson of your Staff-Parish Relations Committee,
I would like to announce the appointment of our pastor, Sue
Trowbridge, beginning July 1, 2019. The appointment has
been made by Bishop David Bard, in consultation with the
Michigan Conference Cabinet of the United Methodist
Church. The decision to appoint Pastor Sue Trowbridge to our
church occurred after considerable discernment, prayer, and
discussion. Sue has agreed to accept the appointment.
Sue comes to us as a pastor and an artist. She tells me that
“she was born to paint” and we have displayed some of her
artwork in our church. Sue attended the College of Creative
Studies in Detroit and the Boston University School of
Theology. She has served in various Michigan churches
including Stockbridge and Munith. Sue and her husband,
Roger, are parents to four boys and a host of exchange
students. We are excited to welcome Sue and Roger to our
family here at First Church!
As United Methodists, we affirm with faithful
understanding that we, the church, are the body of Christ. This
sustaining spirit will guide us in the days ahead as we prepare
for a transition. Please be in prayer for Linda and Bill as well
as Sue and Roger. Together we will move forward with the
love of God to lead our way.

As the Chair of your
Staff-Parish Relations
Committee, it is with a
heavy heart that I
make this announcement. We will be
welcoming a new
pastor this July. Linda
needs to care for her
mother at this time and
we honor her
dedication to her
family. We will love
and support her as her
personal journey shifts
and adjusts. We will
continue to pray for
Linda, her family, and
each other as we move
through this transition.
And Linda, we want
you to remember that
you always have a
home at First Church – In Christ’s Service,
Downtown for
Anne Brubaker-Stagner
Good…
First United Methodist Church of Battle Creek
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Happy Birthday to You!
06/02
06/04
06/05
06/06
06/07
06/08
06/08

Beverly Sink
Bob Harvey
Linsey Wade
Mike Dawson
Jerry Mackey
John Briggs
Carolyn Harvey

06/12
06/15
06/15
06/21

Kay Ensfield
Allison Clark
Earl Wade II
Lilianna Fofana Robinson

mily Galbreath is the
Granddaughter of Jack
Brown. She is graduating
from Gull Lake High
School. Emily will be
furthering her education at
Central Michigan
University studying
Wildlife Biology.

06/14 Jack & Jo Schils
06/26 Larry & Kathy Rizor

Welcome

Stop by the Open House for
a taco and cake anytime between
12:20 pm and 5:30 pm

At First United Methodist Church of Battle Creek, we strive to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ and his ministry, and to honor the Methodist
tradition of social justice. We therefore welcome all of God’s children
regardless of race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation,
gender identity, economic status, marital status, political or
theological perspective, ability, or other differences that can create
barriers between people. We celebrate diversity as it brings us to a closer
relationship with God.

243 South Avenue,
Battle Creek Michigan 49014

Core Values and Bedrock Beliefs

Please join us in celebrating
Katelin Castelan's graduation on
Sunday, June 9th.

Graduation Sunday June 9th!

E

Happy Anniversary

7

K

atelin Castelan daughter of Arturo & Melissa Castelan
graduated from Battle Creek Central this spring with a 3.9
GPA. Katelin spent her high school career focused on not only
her studies by taking AP courses and dual enrolling at Kellogg
Community College but also at how to help others. She has been
an avid volunteer most of her young life and even with the rigors
of high school she still volunteered with many different
organizations including FUMC. Katelin had two successful
internships in high school. She learned some office skills as an intern at the Chamber of
Commerce and then spent the second semester as an intern at Bronson Battle Creek.
Katelin is a Girl Scout and is currently working to complete her Gold Award Project;
Book Boxes for the Food Pantries. Obviously, she needs some caffeine to keep her
going and so she has a job at Biggby on East Columbia. Katelin also works at Girl Scout
Camp in the summer as a Lifeguard/Counselor. She is going into the nursing program at
Kellogg Community College and is registered at Western Michigan University to be a
part-time medical student there as well. Katelin is planning to become a mid-wife in the
future.
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Core Values of First United Methodist Church
1. Be joyfully welcoming and inviting to all
2. Be relevant to community needs in service to others through action
and prayer
3. Be growing spiritually through learning, teaching and worshipping
to become more like Jesus
Bedrock Beliefs
1. God the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer is always with us.
2. God loves us and calls us to love one another in Christ.
3. God is worthy of our worship and praise.
4. God’s grace is free.
5. God meets us in prayer.
6. God gifts us for the work of ministry.
7. God can bring good out of difficult circumstances.
8. Jesus Christ promises us eternal life
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Greetings to you all!

June Happenings at First Church
Church and Society information can be found on the bulletin boards in The Atrium.

Here at First United Methodist Church of Battle Creek, the Sunday services are
full of wonderful praise from the congregation, praise team and the choir!
We are grateful…full of joy…to know that the Creator loves all of us so much!
You are welcome here.
Many heartfelt thanks to our wonderful Praise Team and Cornerstone Choir for using
their talents in our worship services to praise our loving God! I have enjoyed singing
with them, directing them, and I think that they are truly wonderful!!
I am especially looking forward to June 2019! Why? I am looking forward to June 2019,
because we get to celebrate Pentecost!
Pentecost is one of the principal days of the Christian year, celebrated on the fiftieth day
after Easter. The Greek word pentecoste means "fiftieth day." Pentecost is the day on
which the Christian church commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the
apostles and others assembled in Jerusalem. It marks the beginning of the Christian
church and the proclamation of its message throughout the world and is often referred to
as the birthday of the church.
Here at First United Methodist Church on June 9th, at the 9 o’clock and 11 o’clock
services, we will celebrate Pentecost with great JOY and LOVE with more wonderful
music! Some people attending the services like to wear the colors of fire (red, orange,
yellow, etc) symbolizing the Holy Spirit of God. We will also have fellowship with
refreshments between the services. You are welcome to join us!
You are invited to join First United Methodist Church of Battle Creek for Sunday
services at 9 am and 11 am. You are welcome here.
There are opportunities for you to share your talents with our Praise Team, the
Cornerstone Choir and our new Hand Bells Team.
• June 9th we will celebrate Pentecost, Communion, and Graduations
• Handbells Team practices Wednesdays starting June 12th times 2:00 pm
• June 24th – 28th “ROAR! Life is wild. God is good” Vacation Bible School
Preschool through High School 9 am - 12 Noon

Sincerely yours, Anita Blueford, Music Director
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WEEKLY EVENTS

SMALL GROUPS

Sunday
9:00 am
11:00 am

Praise Worship
Traditional Worship

•

Tuesday
10:45 am

Staff Meeting

•

Thursday
2:30 pm
7:00 pm

Praise Team Rehearsal
Choir Practice

•
•

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Trustees
Worship Team
Staff Parish
Finance
Service Team
Church Council

06/05
06/12
06/13
n/a
06/19
n/a

6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Pancake Breakfast

06/09 10:00 am

10:00 am

Pastor Linda will be attending the
Michigan United Methodist
Annual Conference Sunday, June 2.
Carolyn Harvey will be preaching
in Linda’s absence.
Her sermon is titled:
“The Comforter:” Bedrock Belief
#1 God is Always With us!”

•

Book Group: Sunday
June 23 • 12:30 pm • Clara’s
Threads of Suspicion by
GIFT Group: Tuesday
June 4: 6:00 pm
June 18: 6:00 pm
Martha Circle: Wednesday
Off for the Summer
NorthPointe Ministry
tba
Partners in Prayer: Monday
June 3: 7:00 pm
Bravo! Kalamazoo
June 17: 7:00 pm
Kathy Rizor’s

Soul Connections
with Pastor Linda
Wednesday, June 5
5:00 pm
Discussion surrounding the
Annual Conference
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Vacation Bible School 2019
June 24 - 28
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis

What I have learned from you.
I revived a beautiful card that read "I am so glad you are a part of my
story!" Amen! I am so glad each of you are part of our story, and will
continue to be as we forge ahead in ministry together in all the places we
are. I am grateful for a loving pastor in Sue Trowbridge to come and care
for this precious congregation. I am grateful for the grace you have given
me to be closer to my mother now that she needs more help. I am grateful
for the friendships we have forged with you and that I know will last our
lifetime. I am grateful for your resilience and commitment to be in ministry
downtown for good! The gifts of leadership and your staff cannot help but
carry you forward in the power of the Spirit. It is hard to leave this beautiful
church, but we trust our story will continue to evolve together in the Lord.
Embrace Pastor Sue and Roger readily in the love this congregation knows
so well how to give that the blessings of God may continue to bless us all
in unity and love.
Pastor Linda
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Registration forms are available on the
table in the Atrium.
Let Von Bird know if you are interested in
volunteering.

The Memorial Service
for Bettye Mobley will
be held in our Sanctuary
on Saturday, June 22 at
4:00 pm. There will be a
reception and meal
following the service in
the Fellowship Hall.

Otterdance Yoga is changing the
format to match the needs of our
participating yogis. We will have
chair yoga from 5:30 - 6:15 pm on
the following dates:
Wednesdays
th
th
• June 5 and June 12
th
st
• July 17 and July 31
th
st
• August 7 and August 21

Who Will We Bless?
First United Methodist voted to remain downtown for good, to do
good. Part of the process of Aligning Resources is deciding who we
will bless, and we are using our church and community information
from Mission Insite as one resource. The next step is food and fun
through a game of Bingo as we look at the characteristics of whom
we might reach and how. We hope to see you there.
Everyone's Invited
Wednesday, June 19. 2019
6:00 pm supper in Fellowship Hall
6:30 pm "Who Will We Bless Bingo?"
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