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First United Methodist Church

Core Values Identified by Church Council

The City Center Church

We will be a congregation that will always:

111 East Michigan Avenue
Battle Creek, MI 49014
www.firstumcbc.org

BE WELCOMING
Friendly
Alert to others
Respectful
Providing a safe environment

BE NURTURING
To children and youth
Empathetic
Sympathetic

January 13, 2019

The vision of First United Methodist Church is to be a Vibrant,
Diverse, Christ-Centered People.
Order of Worship to the Glory of God
Baptism of the Lord
11:00 am
“Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, one holy passion filling all my frame; the
kindling of the heaven-descended Dove, my heart an altar, and thy love the flame”
George Croly

BE RELEVANT
To community needs
Culturally responsive
In service to others

Prelude

“Thy Holy Wings”
“Leibster Jesu”

BE LEARNING
Openminded to change and insights
Providing opportunities for spiritual growth and education

Welcome and Announcements

BE PRAYERFUL
Always, in every setting

*Introit

*Greeting One Another with the Love of Christ

*Call to Worship

BE JOYFUL
In work and worship

Please circle, check those responses you think are very important and add others that
should be included in our Core Values and turn this bulletin in to the ushers at end of the
service. A Core Value is something we expect that we will be about in all our activities
and is a way to keep ourselves accountable to our highest ideals and communicate to
others what we are about as a congregation. Thank you for your input!
Additional Copies of our core values are available on the table in the Atrium if you are
interested in keeping a copy.
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Setting by David Cherwien
J.S. Bach

*Hymn

“Jesus, We Are Here”
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

TFWS 2273

O Lord, your love has called us
O God, your love has claimed us
You have made us your altar
Kindle our hearts with your Spirit

“How Firm a Foundation”

UMH 529

Gathering Prayer
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesson
Isaiah 43: 1-7
liturgist, Johnnie Jeffers
Thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they
shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not
consume you.
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people
in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from
the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, "Give them up," and to the
south, "Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth-everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I
formed and made."
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was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you I am well pleased."
The Gospel of our Lord
Thanks be to God
*Gospel Acclamation
Sermon

“Baptized in Water”

v. 3, TFWS 2248

“Claimed, Beloved, Called”

The Offering
Offertory

“O Love, How Deep”

Rev. Linda Farmer-Lewis

Setting by David N. Johnson

*Doxology
UMH 95
*Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God, you have claimed us in water, named us beloved and called us
to live your grace in the world. Baptize us with your Holy Spirit fire and make our
hearts an altar and your love the flame. Amen.
The Church at Prayer

The word of God for the people of God
Thanks Be to God
Anthem

“I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”

Good News for Young Hearts
*Gospel Acclamation

Prayer Hymn
TFWS 2051
Anne Stagner

“Baptized in Water”

vs. 1-2, TFWS 2248

The Gospel
Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and
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“Sanctuary”

TFWS 2164

Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
*Sending Hymn
“ Down to the River to Pray”
WS 3164
(During the sending hymn your are invited to come forward to the font and be
reminded of your baptism by touching the water and making a sign of the cross
on your forehead as the sign that you belong to the Savior)
*Benediction
Postlude

“Caprice”

Louise-Nicolas Clerambault

The Bible translation used is The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.

*indicates standing as you are able
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